The Formation of the M anitoba Pontiac Association
Wadeb{Neber

was informed of the possibility of a Pontiac Club starting up by John Dyck (Cor vette Club of M anitoba) in the summer
I of 1991. | was picking up someLiquid Glass (asmall “ plug” for John) and he infor med me that some people were
getting together at the K-Mart shopping mall lot on Portage Avenue West one Sunday night. That iswherewe all used
to meet back then.

John informed methat | should call Rena Stieben, a mutual friend of John and Bev Dyck, to see what was happening. | called
Rena and Danny Stieben and in the conversation | found out that they had a 1974 Formula 455. | wanted to go just to seethis
car. It turned out that Rena and a couple of other people were key in the original for mation/meeting on this particular
Sunday. | hopel don’t miss anyone, but | recall these people being the key per sons. Rena and Danny Stieben, Corinne and
Geoff Sandhur st, and Gil Desautels.

Gale (my girlfriend at the time) and | met these people that night. A couple of “ gear heads’ , friends of Gil, were also there:
Larry and Barb Clement. It was a great meeting for me. My car (1976 Firebird) wasrelatively asyou seeit today but the
paint was only two yearsold. You can imagine how it looked back then.

Gil immediately jumped out of hiscar and rushed over to see mine. What a feeling. That had never happened before. | had
tobea part of peoplelikethat. Gil had a jet black 1972 GTO 455 H.O. What a beast! The only problem for him that night
wasthat he had noreverse! Gil had numer ous problemswith hiscar from theget go. That iswhy he wanted to start a club,
so no one else had to go thr ough what he did, from wrong body men, to bad painters and choice of paint. Then the engine
partsand sourcing of parts. Gil had it rough for a couple of year s but what a car it was once completed.

L ater that Sunday night we all agr eed that we should meet up next week, cruise for-a while, and start thisclub on itsway. We
met at the M cDonald’s on Grant Avenue the next week. At that time we cruised, and in general discussions Larry Clement
offered to be the President, Geoff Sandhurst Vice President, Rena Stieben Secretary, Barb Clement Treasurer and Corinne
Sandhur st was Newsletter Editor. Gale and myself waited a little whileto get seriously involved. It didn’t take too long before
a couple of key memberstalked meinto Vice President in year two and the President in year three.
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L ooking back it seemed to be a lifetime, until key members André Lemoine, Tom Groot, and Rick Johnson joined torelieve
me of my position for somerest and relaxation. In all, | believel wasin and out of the executive for 10 of our 13 years.

Anyways, back to the beginning. The Club’sfir st official meeting was on July 27, 1991, and it was a littlerocky. Some
member s wanted the Club to be a meet and greet with no direction. Some just wanted to meet, talk about their carsand race
on the streets. Some wanted no member ship feesto be a member, and some did. After some heated discussions, it was quickly
addressed by some of the older members and it was decided that the Club was to be called The Manitoba Pontiac Association.

Our club wasto berun with clear guidelines and have purpose and not be a club to be mocked at or said that we wer e a bunch
of people you did not want to be associated with. Rick Penko was able to draw up our first Constitution, which is still the one
we use today. We used that Constitution to derive what we see today. An executive assembly was developed, with guidelines
and rulesto help guide usin theright directions.

We wer e then holding our meeting at Bir chwood M otor s at the cor ner of Portage and M oray. When | became Vice President,
| addressed the Club with a suggestion to move our meeting place. Birchwood was not willing to do some of the things we
would have liked to do asa Club, so | approached Ron Dveris of Park Pontiac Buick GM C. He was so exited that | had
contacted him, he not only accepted the Club but also stated that they would be our official home and sponsor. He then took
Larry and myself for awild ridein his Trans Am Indy Pace Car. WOW!!! | believe we have now been associated with Park
Pontiac for 12 years now.

Year twowasour “ Let all know what The M anitoba Pontiac Association isall about” launch. We hit the World of Wheelsin
April of 1992 with our new club jackets, four quality carsand a sweep in the winning of Best Display. We have not looked
back since and have always been the Club to chase. Thiswasthe timewhen key peoplejoined the Club to makeit what it is
today. | hopel do not forget anyone, but if | do, please do not take it per sonally; my memory is going with my hairline.

Brian and Amelia Humeny, John and Verna Rohde, Ted and M arilyn Bowditch, Ed and Grace Greschuck, Bill and Sylvia
Uskoski, to mention a few you might recognize, and the original people who started the Club, all had a major impact on what
our Club istoday. No matter how big or small a club isthereisalways only a handful of people that are willing to dothe
work. Thesepeoplearenot initfor theglory or acclamations. They ar e people who want what isbest for their club, and will
not complain that some members are doing moreor lessthan others. Thingsneed to be donein order for this Club to succeed,
and some people are willing to dothe work needed for all to enjoy this fantastic or ganization.
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Thisistruetoday as much asit was back in the beginning. | think we need to realize this and re-evaluate the point system that
we ar e currently trying to make happen, but that isa topic for another time though.

Year three brought usour first Parking L ot Party, August 1993, held at Park Pontiac Buick GMC. Once again, we set a
standard for all othersto follow, and | believe that it was done in a good way, and not a sar castic or arrogant way. We also
saw all the other clubs start to be morerelaxed with the old ways and wer e actually speaking to other clubsin any and all
events. Our Car Pull event wasafirst and tothisday, | still hear what a great event it was.

The following year s had more membersjoin and some leave. The Club’s events and functionsto this day are all based on
what was developed in theinitial threeto four years. |t wasn’t until we were able to relax our members' minds and invite
Buick and Oldsmobile owner sinto our organization in 1997 that subtle changesin our club were noticed. M ost noticeable was
the signing up of new members. Rick and Debbie Johnson wer e the fir st.

Unfortunately, as new member s came, some went. There are some members that decided that the “ club scene” was not for
them, and we have not seen them since. In 1993, after many years of personal problems, Gil Desautels had taken his own life.
He was once again hoping that his action would stop other s from having to go thr ough what he had to. Some members have
re-joined, and sadly, there are some that wer e taken away from us much too early.

On March 31, 1997, we had Cheryl Bodner taken from us. Later the same year, on August 31, we had our founding member
Rena Stieben taken from us. Cheryl’swas a quiet funeral and it was very cold that day. The Club wastherefor Ron in his
time of need. The funeral for Rena, although much warmer, was also a somber occasion. Ted Bowditch and myself were
honor ed when Danny Stieben asked usto be paul bearers. | thought that we should send off Rena in a fashion wewerein
control of.

| contacted Danny and asked him if it was okay if | picked him up for therideto Starbuck, M anitoba (where the funeral was
totake place). Hewasvery happy that | would ask such athing, and agreed. | then told him what | had planned. Many of
the member s wer e going to attend the funeral, and | could not think of a mor e meaningful way to say good-bye to our Club
founder. | arranged to have a procession of Pontiac cars and member s cruise to Starbuck. Danny was obviously in a state of
loss, but he was the fir st to mention how happy thiswould have made Rena. | cannot say what it meant to me to be ableto
lead the funeral procession to the cemetery.
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Y ou might be asking your self why | am telling you about this stuff. Well, | was asked totell all of you how this Club was
formed and what kind of peoplewereinit. Thissimply statesthat thisisa car club, but it isthe people that makeit the
association that it is, not the cars.

| am so proud to say that | am a member of The Manitoba Pontiac Association incorporating Buick and Oldsmobile. The
peoplein thisClub arelike family in many cases. A lot of the membersyou will hear say, “ 1 am comfortable leaving my kids
with anyone in this organization.” Some people will not say that of their own families. In this or ganization, you will see people
come together when it isleast expected. What an excellent feeling it isto be part of something like that.

Today, we see many new people checking out this Club and joining. New member s bring new ideas and friendships.

Providing you with thislittle bit of nostalgia for me has brought back many memories. | cannot emphasize enough what it
means to be a part of this Club.

For all the new members, and even the old ones, if you have any questions or concer ns, my phone number is always available
toyou. Please come on out to the Club events. M eet the members. Create friendships. Ask questions. M ake comments.

By participating you ar e creating memories you will be proud of later.

Wade Weber
January 2004
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