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About This Newsletter 
Welcome to the latest edition of The Cruisin’ Chiefs, a monthly news-
letter distributed to Members of The Manitoba Pontiac Association and 
organizations/companies dedicated to promote the preservation, restora-
tion and admiration of all Pontiac, Buick and Oldsmobile vehicles. 
The Members encourage interest in this hobby and the showing of these 
vehicles in tours, cruises and displays. 
 
All material in this newsletter can be used with a notation of the source.  
For more information about the Association please contact: 

 Membership Chairman 
97 Werrell Crescent 
Winnipeg, MB  R2K 3Y2 

Membership@ManitobaPontiac.com 
Telephone (204) 668-0154 

 

March Meeting Minutes 
 
General Meeting held Tuesday, March 7, 2006 at 
Park Pontiac Buick GMC Ltd boardroom.  Vice-
President Darren Kellner called the meeting to or-
der at 7:00 pm.  A hearty welcome o the youngest 
Member, 4-month old Matthew Winters, son of 
Craig and Marilyn Winters. 
 
Irv Braun brought everyone up to date with the fi-
nances in general and our commitment to the Club’s 
charity, the Variety Club. 
 
We had Lori Kozak from the MS Society and Diane 
Koss who=s daughter suffers from the disease.  They 
spoke to us about the MS Cruisin= Manitoba, which 
is coming up June 25, 2006.  Everyone had a good 
time in the past and this year they are going to 

 
Beausejour first and finishing off in Pinawa.  There 
will be food and car shows at these locations.  Mini-
mum pledge is $200.00 for the driver and $50.00 for 
each extra passenger.  Anyone interested in attend-
ing can phone them at 943-9595 or register online at 
www.cruisinmanitoba.ca. 
  
Annual Dues  Membership dues are now $30 per 
year, and only a few have renewed.  All Members 
are reminded that dues must be paid by May 1st; 
online membership payments can be made. 
 
 
World of Wheels  Being held March 31st to April 2nd.  
Anyone interest to working security shifts are to call 
Bev Dyck at 889-7822.  Craig Winters has commit-

Important Dates 

* March 20 
     Tyler Dawson Birthday 
     Leona Brown Birthday 

* March 28 
     Darren Kellner Birthday 

* March 30 
     Emile Gariepy Birthday 

* March 31 
     WORLD of WHEELS 2006 (thru to April 2) 

* April 4 
     GENERAL MEETING 

* April 14 
     Ayanna Bowie Birthday 

* April 28 
     Lorraine Buckmaster Birthday 
     RODARAMA 2006 (thru to April 30) 
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ted to showing his Buick Grand National this year 
and Wade Weber’s Firebird could be ready in time.  
But we would like an Oldsmobile and another 
Pontiac for the show.  Ted Bowditch was not in at-
tendance so it was unknown at the time of the meet-
ing if Grace Greschuk=s family would be interested 
in showing the 65 Custom Sport convertible. 
 
RODARAMA 2006   The annual show hosted by the 
Manitoba Street Rod Association will be held at the 
East End Community Club from April 28 – 30.  As 
always, great prizes … more info on the Club’s Fo-
rum Calendar or go to 
http://www.msra.mb.ca/html/2006_car_show.html 
 
Blue Bomber Home Schedule  The 2006 home 
game schedule is on the website.  Any new volun-
teers would be appreciated. 
 
Darren Kellner won the 50/50 draw and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:52 PM. 
 
Next meeting – Park Pontiac Buick GMC Ltd’s 
Boardroom on Tuesday, April 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

President’s Message 
by 

Mike Clayton 
 

Wassup?! 
 
I wasn’t able to attend the 
March Meeting, but I was 
disappointed, as I am certain 

you are, that we don’t have any Members “jumping 
to the pump” to enter their car for World of Wheels 
2006. 
 
As noted in last month’s issue of the newsletter we 
had/have 1½ cars “booked” so far.  I’m quite sur-
prised, actually, that some of the newer members 
haven’t approached others or myself and asked if 
their car could be part of World of Wheels.  We pur-
posely chose not to enter into the Club Display com-
petition this year and have a few of the Club’s cars 

shown to let the general public know more about our 
Club, our Members, and our Cars. 
 
Hopefully this will change for next year’s event 
 
I was pleased to have Lori Kozak attend the meet-
ing.  Last year’s MS crusin’ run was a great time and 
I’m looking forward to being able to participate again 
this year. 
 
Here’s looking forward to seeing you at the April 
Meeting!  

Mike 

Social by Maxine Clayton 
 
I’ve got some ideas on the go: 

• River Boat Cruise (we did that one other 
year and the response was great) 

• Prairie Dog Central Railway (a Saturday or 
Sunday train ride and then cruisin’ after-
wards) 

• Rumors Comedy Club (this could be a really 
fun evening). 

 
And I’m going to keep repeating this one for every-
body, especially the newer (and shyer) Members: 
Don’t forget that many of us go to Tim Horton’s be-
side Future Shop on Regent Avenue after the meet-
ings.  A time to unwind, digress, listen as the men 
tell white lies to each other, and enjoy a warm cup of 
coffee and maybe a jelly donut before heading 
home.  See you there! 

 

MAAC Update by Jim Beilby 
 
MAAC’s associated clubs and other newsworthy auto information 
can be found at www.autoclubs.ca.  MAAC meeting minutes per-
tinent to the Club will appear in this newsletter. 
 
The most recent MAAC Meeting was short as so 
many people were away on holidays. 
 
The safety clinic will be held on June 11th.  MAAC 
would like 2 cars per club to attend.  They are trying 
to line up more sponsors for future clinics. 
 
The MAAC Calendars will be available on March 29th 
at World of Wheels. 
 
Bob Chubala and Gord Forman attended a meeting 
with Autopac.  Some changes coming up are: 
• pre 1971 cars won=t be required to 

have bumpers 
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• the 60\40 tire law will be eliminated … instead at 
least stock sized tires will be required 
on the front. 

 

Blue Bomber Home Games 2006 
 
Here’s the 2006 schedule for the Blue Bombers.  
Mark these dates down on your calendar, and save 
Mike Clayton from getting gray hairs by calling him 
NOW with the dates that you can assist with the 
parking lot. 
 

SUN May 28 Edmonton 2:00 pm 
FRI Jun 23 Montreal 7:00 pm 
FRI Jun 30 Hamilton 6:30 pm 
SAT July 15 Calgary 6:00 pm 
FRI Aug 4 Edmonton 6:30 pm 
THU Aug 10 Toronto 7:00 pm 
FRI Aug 25 Ottawa 7:00 pm 
SUN Sep 10 Sask 1:00 pm 
FRI Sep 29 B C 7:00 pm 
SAT Oct 21 Sask 6:00 pm 

 
Your commitment of one hour is a small way of 
helping out with the Club’s charity, the Variety Club. 
 

 
2006 Meeting Dates  
Jot down these dates for the 2006 meetings!  An 
easy way to remember the date is to remember the 
first Tuesday of each month. 
 
Almost all will occur at Park Pontiac Buick GMC Ltd., 
located at 1459 Regent Avenue West.  Except in the 
cruisin’ months, the meetings occur in the Board-
room on the 2nd floor.  Cruisin’ months sometimes … 
but not always … have a “meeting” at Park Pontiac 
and then go for some ridin’.  Do be certain to keep 
your eye on the Newsletters and e-mails with 
changes to the locations. 
 

April 4  May 2  
 June 6  July 4  
 August 1  September 5
 October 3  November 7 
 
December is always “reserved” for the Annual Meet-
ing and Christmas Party.  A specific date is always 
arranged, but for 2006 pencil in two Sundays --  
December 3 and 10 -- for now.  

 

Oldsmobile Indy Pace Cars 
Editor’s note:  This condensed version is a full-length article 
located on the web site of the Oldsmobile Club of America … 
http://www.oldsclub.org/ 

1949 Oldsmobile 88  
Oldsmobile had to wait until 1949 for their first Indy 
pace car with their mid-size, V-8 powered 88. In the 

early days of stock car 
racing, the Oldsmobile 88 
established itself as the 
car to beat and Oldsmobile 
quickly became the undis-
puted king of the stock car 
circuit.  The overhead-
valve Rocket engine dis-
placed 304 cubic inches by 

virtue of a 3.75 bore and 3.438 stroke, making it a 
thoroughly modern over square design. With two-
barrel carb and 7.25:1 compression, it produced 135 
horsepower at 3600 rpm -- enough to persuade 
100,000 buyers to "Make a date with a Rocket 88." 
 
1960 Oldsmobile Ninety-Eight  
The Sixties were all about horsepower and perform-
ance.  At over 4400 pounds and with a wheelbase of 
126.3 inches, the 1960 Ninety-Eight was a large car 
and was a relic, left over from the latter half of the 
fabulous fifties – overly styled and a little gaudy The 
engine was a 394-
cid ohv V-8 that 
produced 315 
horsepower at a 
conservative 4600 
rpm, with a 10.0:1 
compression ratio and a multi-jet Rochester four-
barrel carburetor.  Fat-for the day-9.00 x 14 tubeless 
tires and super-wide drum brakes were featured at 
all four corners.  Over the year Oldsmobile built 7284 
five-passenger Ninety-Eight convertibles, and at 
$4362 they were second in price only to the Starfire 
88 convertibles. 
  
1970 Oldsmobile 442 
Oldsmobile's mid-size Cutlass with a 365-
horsepower 455-cid V-8 was more than enough to 
qualify for pace car service.  The muscular engine 
had 10.25:1 compression and a free-breathing 

Rochester four-
barrel carburetor.  
A four-speed 
manual 
transmission with 
Hurst shift 
linkage and anti-

spin rear axle completed the power train.  The 
wheels were painted white and shod with G7Ox 14 
white letter tires.  Oldsmobile built 624 pace car rep-
licas for 1970, starting with a 4-4-2, a special hood, 
Super Stock II wheels, sport style mirrors, special 
tires, and pace car decals.  Olds also sold 355 hard-
top pace car replicas.  This was the last race held on 
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May 30, the traditional Memorial Day, except for 
years when it fell on a Sunday  
 
1972 Hurst/Olds  
For the first time in pace car history an automotive 
supplier's name was included in the pace car title. 
Hurst Performance Products had been making af-
termarket automotive performance parts for years 
and working with Oldsmobile to develop perform-
ance-orientated versions of several production mod-
els.  The car featured a 
Rallye suspension with 
white-letter Goodyear 
G60x14 Polysteel tires 
mounted on Super Stock 
III wheels.  A Hurst Dual-
Gate shifter mounted in 
the floor console 
controlled the three-speed HydraMatic transmission, 
and disc brakes were up front with drums in the rear.  
Oldsmobile built about 130 convertible and 499 
coupe replicas for public sale. There were also 
about 50 Delta 88 Royale convertibles with Indy 
pace car graphics that were used as parade cars. 
 
1974 Hurst/Olds 
Hurst Performance and Oldsmobile teamed again 
for 1974.  This year, the two companies fielded a 
coupe with a removable roof panel that was based 
on the Cutlass S.  The Hurst/Olds came with 
Oldsmobile's massive 455-cid V-8, which had a 
Rochester four-barrel carburetor, dual exhausts, and 
275 horsepower.  An Olds Rallye suspension and 
15-inch Goodyear Polyglas tires with raised white 
letters put the power to the pavement.  Only 380 
pace car replicas were built in 1974 (option code W-
30), and all of them hardtop coupes.  The Indy 500 
decals were furnished separately so all street ver-
sions didn't wear the "Official Pace Car" stickers. 
 
1977 Oldsmobile Delta 88  
The pace car was a highly 
modified Delta 88 Royale 
coupe that was fitted with a 
unique removable top.  
Continuing the silver-and-
black tradition from a year before, the Olds featured 
Firethorn red velour front bucket seats and a custom 
sport steering wheel.  Powering the pace car was a 
highly modified version of General Motors' 403-cid 
ohv V-8, fitted with heavy-duty valve springs, a high-
performance camshaft, ported and polished cylinder 
heads, and dual exhausts, producing more than the 
advertised 185 horsepower.  Chrome Super Stock 
wheels with red spokes were shod with Goodyear 
raised white-letter tires. 
 

1985 Oldsmobile Calais 500  
In 1985, Oldsmobile used their compact Calais … 
front-wheel drive and a four-cylinder engine.  The 
heart of the Calais 
500 was a bored 
out block to yield 
165 cubic inches, 
special heads, a 
high-performance 
camshaft and 
crank, and custom 
pistons. The compression ratio was increased to 
9.5.1 and premium fuel was required. These 
changes netted 215 horsepower at 6500 rpm.  Spe-
cial 225/50 V-rated tires were mounted to 16-inch 
rims.  Since the actual pace car was a one-of-a-kind 
model -- Olds did not have a convertible version of 
the Calais -- a limited run of coupe pace car replicas 
were offered to the public through Oldsmobile deal-
erships 
 
1988 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme  
Oldsmobile engineers designed a turbocharged ver-
sion of the Quad 4 engine. The modifications to the 
engine were done by General Motors' B-0-C Lansing 
Power train Division and consisted primarily of an 
intercooled turbocharger and a custom-made 
stainless steel ex-
haust manifold.  
GM's Hydramatic 
Division's Mo-
torsports Group 
beefed up the 
transmission and 
Saginaw Division's 
Engine Drive Systems Group provided special, 
heavy-duty drive axles to handle the additional 
power.  The Cutlass Supreme Pace Car was fitted 
with a production FE3 suspension and alloy 16-inch 
wheels with Goodyear ZR225/50ZR16 tires.  Since 
Indy rules call for a car with no top, Cars and Con-
cepts modified the Cutlass Supreme, and they built 
50 street-legal convertible replicas and Oldsmobile 
made 200 coupes in Pace Car trim. 
 
1997 Oldsmobile Aurora  
Nineteen-ninety seven marked the 100th anniver-
sary of Oldsmobile.  The Aurora pace car was pow-
ered by a dual overhead camshaft, 32 valve, 4.0-liter 
V-8 engine that produced 250 horsepower. A ver-
sion of the same engine, producing upwards of 650 

horsepower, was 
used to power over 
half the field at 
Indy in 1997. 
 


